THE  TRIPLE  ALLIANCE

struggles on her western frontier, by reason of the aggres-
sive, plundering instincts of the French people, which
have been greatly developed by her monarchs since the
time of Emperor Charles V, in their lust of power at
home as well as abroad.

Austria's help is more readily to be had by us in a
struggle with Russia than in a struggle with France, see-
ing that the jealousies which sprang from their courtship
of Italy no longer exist for these two Powers in their old
form. Should France once more become monarchical and
Catholic she need not abandon the hope of recovering such
relations with Austria as she held during the Seven Years*
war, and at the congress of Vienna before the return of
Napoleon from Elba, such as were threatened during the
agitation of the Polish question in 1863, and bade fair to
be actually established during the Crimean war, and in the
time of Count Beust, 1866-70, at Salzburg and Vienna.

In the event of the possible restoration of monarchy in
France the mutual attraction of the two great Catholic
Powers, no longer counteracted by the Italian rivalry,
would induce enterprising politicians to try the experi-
ment of reviving the old alliance.

In taking account of Austria it is even to-day an
error to exclude the possibility of a hostile policy such as
was pursued by Thugut, Schwarzenberg, Buol> Bach, and
Beust. May not the policy which made ingratitude a
duty, the policy on which Schwarzenberg plumed himself
in regard to Russia, be again pursued towards another
Power? The policy which from 1792 to 1795, while we
stood in the field by Austria's side, led us into difficulties,
and left us in the lurch in order thereby to retain the

power of settling the Polish question to our disadvantage;
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